Greetings from Youth
Development Services

We face great challenges
we search to find solutions
build our youth from closin
schools, a questionablt
economy, and pressing isst
the youngsters of tF
Rockaway face. But, there
new life that now shine
through the clouds ¢
uncertainty that once cripple
our audacity to hopedr

youth can make a difference.

RDRC is committed t
providing valuable skills tha
can captivate our youn
people to reach their fu
potential to succeed in lif
The mission of Youtl
Development Services is vit:
The youth are our mo
important asset and we tre
each student as such.

Our job is to broaden ewy
student outlook on life, pus
them beyond their comfo
zone, and have them foct
on learning, serving, leadin
and advancing in life.
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National Day of Service

We are entering an age of endless possibilitiestaadcheed to attain hope—
triumphant hope is upon us. Dr. Martin Luther Kifrg asked “What are yot
doing for others?” In efforts to live out Dr. Kirggdream, on Monday, Januz
18, 2010, RDRC'’s Youth Development Services depamtnembarked on
Day of National Service. Participating youths ttineir ‘day off to a day on
as they volunteered at Bishop McLean Episcopal iNgrdHome in Fa
Rockaway, NY. The Senior Volunteer Day was an esgion of gratitud:
towards the senioreho paved the way for the next generation. The wlay
filled with enjoyable ecreational activities such as Bingo, Cards, Dosii
and Karaoke; in addition to light refreshments edrlay the youngsters.

Karaoke proved to be a big success as many ofeters stepped up onto t
spotlight and sung audaciously. Susie, a residethe nursing home, had t
youth Natalie Coley and Rashida Wisdom as her hackngers as st
serenaded the audience with her rendition of Ma@emye’s “l Heard It
Through the Grapevine.Roxanne another resident at the nursing h
proclaimed thatlse did not have that much fun in a long time arigedsf the
Karaoke machine could stay at the nursing home.

Both the seniors and youth volunteers had a mert@eperience. Patric
Julien a Youth participant of RDRC stated, “It f&egbod to give bacthrough
volunteerism and seniors bring such a fulfillinglfeg when you are arout
them.” As the youngsters concluded their day, aestt Kaashief Toome
begun to say his farewell to a senior named Barbdram he was playin
cards with, Dr. King’s gestion of “What are we doing for others?” had b
answered. Barbara stated, “I really enjoyed my walay and now | have
new friend.” The smile on her face, every senioittie room face, broug!
more meaning to the day of service in honor ofNDairtin Luther King, Jr.

RDRC'’s mission is to “Promote the revitalization tfe Rockaway community’s economic base and
neighborhoods and to assist its residents in sexgran improved quality of life.”
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RDRC Youth Department Creates New Program, “Youth
Exploring Solutions~Y.E.S...I Can Make A Difference!!”

Youth Exploring Solutions is a
club that will

allow young

YES is for the youth by the youth
with a concentration on students

in Some of the pressing issues

people to participate in the grades 8-12. The curriculum include: _ )
revitalization of theirl emphasizes leadership skills and  #* Conflict Resolution
neighborhood. YES seeks fto teamwork. YES participants will Teenage Pregnancy

promote a positive relationsh
between youth and communi

stakeholders such as elect
officials, police officers, faith-

based leaders, seniors, busin
owners, and most important
their peers. The program w

created as a tool to empow
youth to explore solutions that

will address the

Rockaway community.

issues tﬂat
young people face within the

p utilize these skills by organizin

Ly

essand productive role in th
y improvement of their community.
aS
er

various civic activities and events.
ed The objective is to show the young
people that they can play an actjve

+
+ Peer -Pressure

+ HIV/AIDS Epidemic

+ Drug Usage

Planned activities and events:
Community Events
Cultural Arts
Exploration

Diversity Awareness
Volunteerism

Field Trips

*
*
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Initial Youth Programs~ OST & ISY

The OST and ISY program The OST program offers resource The ISY program gives students the

provides service to high school and at_:tivities. Upon successfu pha_m_ce to become V\_/ell-roundfed

juniors  and seniors. All completl_on, students_ arelnd|V|du§1Is by balancing their

participants have the opportuniLy automatically accepted into treacao_lemlcs e}nd employment. Sj[uderjts

to attend field trios. colleab Summer Youth Employment continue their employment services in

tours, and job fairS'pIn’ additign Program. the Summer Youth Employment
) ' ’ Program.

receive group and

counseling sessions. C

program mirrors the same goal—

to prepare and develgp focused on reading and math
participants with life skills development
career awareness, academic * Workreadiness workshop

success, and higher education.

individualh Highlights of the OST Program:
Ea

+ Basic skills workshop

IS

=

designed to prepare studen
for employment services
4 Supportive environment

Highlights of the ISY Program:

* Weekly workshops

#+ Ability to earn while you
learn

¢ Positive atmosphere
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Successful Team Achieving Results... “Meet the Star

Additionally, she

RDRC
Osaretin

the
explained

in
that

Osaretin was a participant

RDRC'’s In School Youth (ISY
program for two years. Sh
developed into a mature, well
spoken, intelligent  youn
woman. Osaretin held the tit
of valedictorian with a 3.87
GPA at Beach Channel Hig
School for the graduate class
June 2008. Osaretin credits h
mother for being an influential
part of her success.

well-rounded individual.

‘was able to obtain

C communication skills, an

d

“The program equipped
with an abundance
skills.”

m
0

expresse
gratitude towards the staff
ISY Program.

th

program has equipped her with
abundance of skills that helpé
D'her become a productive a

€ Throughout the program, Osare
‘Wor
J Readiness’ skills that prepared
€for the workforce, the opportunit
to partake in an internship, whig
h helped her develop her social

€attend an out of state college to

[in medicine
K Pediatrician. Osaretin’s ultimat
e goal is to open a free clinic i
y Nigeria for children

d Osaretin applied to some of the
at most prestigious colleges and
included:
e Princeton, Harvard, Columbig
ar NYU, Stony Brook, and CUNY
2d Honors
ndcurrently a student at CUN])

universities, which

College. She |

Honors College studying Bi
to  become

th Osaretin left her peers with
antwords  of  encouragement.
b “Don’'t let anyone or any

I. situation determine your worth

or capabilities. If you input
positive thoughts into your
mind the output will be
positive.”
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From the Rockaways and beyond......

The college tour is
students a glimpse of collegeis their first opportunity tg
life, important information and actually leave the Rockaws
resources, Q&A session withand go to another state. Par
students and facility members Kelson, a current student in tk
and most importantly the ISY program stated, the colleg
chance to explore fields beyonctour was very meaningful an
the Rockaway. RDRC's staff insightful. He further mentione
accompanies the students on “I was glad | could just ge
three day out of state collegeaway and see something nev
tour anywhere from Washingtar This is what the college tou

D.C. to Upstate Albany. Along brings— hope clarity, and it

with experiencing gredt restore ambitionin every child
colleges, the staff arrange:who is determined to see
recreational activities, toyr higher education.

quides, and dinner outinc

an For many of our youngster
extraordinary trip that offers attending the college tour, thi

“l was glad | could just
get away and see
something new.”
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From the Desk of the Director of Youth Developme

Services...
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| stand here as Director of th
Youth Development Service
confident that 2010 will be

year of great progress for o
Rockaway youth. As Director @
YDS for the past three yeal

and with over 10 vyearn
experience working with youn
people, | am committed t
providing our youth with
outstanding services ar
resources. | am aware of t
many challenges oy

adolescents face, but the visig
and goals we at RDRC ha
planned for our youngsters
achieve is a roadmap in purs
of continual success.
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As times and our way Q@
thinking has changed, let it als
be a reflection of the endle
opportunities we can offer to th
young people. “The promise
our future is measured by tk
work we do today”, and
strongly believe the youth a
our future. With the prope
nurturing, guidance, an
preparation, we all can reaffiry
in our minds and hearts t
belief that better days will com
through the hopes and drea
of our children.
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Sincerely,

Ms. Jill Moore

Director of Youth Development
Services
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ACTIVITIES:

February 17: Tour of the Heritage House
February 26: Change That We Could Believe in Cereatd&vent

March 30: A Woman’s Worth ~ In honor of Women'’s tgist Month
April: (Date TBA): SYEP Application Distribution
April (Date TBA): The Green Generation~ Beautifioatiproject

Dates are subject to change.

UPCOMING YOUTH DEVELOPMENT SERVICES EVENTS &

RDRC is an Equal Employment Opportunity Organization

1920 Mott Avenue, Suite 2, Far Rockaway, NY 11691

Phone: (718) 327-5300 Fax: (718) 327-4990

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon esfjto individuals with disabilities

TTY/TTD: 1-800-662-1220 Voice Relay: 1-800-42220



